
Rank Territory Value
69 Peru 0.16
70 Gaza Strip & West Bank 0.15
71 Angola 0.15
72 Cape Verde 0.14
73 Sudan 0.13
74 Madagascar 0.10
75 Comoros 0.09
76 Hong Kong (China) 0.07
77 Djibouti 0.06
78 Mozambique 0.05
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gap between male and female enrolment in tertiary education as a % of 15-24 year olds*

Rank Territory Value
1 Republic of Korea 10.2
2 Bolivia 4.5
3 Tajikistan 3.6
4 Yemen 3.2
5 Switzerland 2.6
6 Turkey 1.9
7 Japan 1.8
8 Cote d'Ivoire 1.8
9 Nepal 1.3
11 Central African Republic 1.1
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“Degrees for women were often seen as unnecessary, even dangerous, to the feminine virtue of obedience to their
sexual ‘betters’.”

Where most girls get a secondary
education, more women than men
subsequently enrol in tertiary education.
Exceptions are Japan where 46% of
tertiary students are female, and the
Republic of Korea with 34%. Where
fewer girls than boys get a secondary
education, the ratio of females to males
is usually worse at tertiary level. Where
many do not even get a primary
education, of those that make it to
tertiary level even fewer are female. In
Central Africa, Northern Africa, Southern
Asia and Southeastern Africa, gender
differences begin in primary school.

In 122 territories women’s enrolment in
tertiary education is the same or greater
than that of men, making the overall
numbers of male and female students
equal.

• Data are from the United Nations Development
Prgoramme’s 2004 Human Development Report.

• *Females equal or exceed males enrolled in tertiary
education in 122 territories

• See website for further information.

Territory size is proportional to the excess male over
female enrolment in tertiary education there.
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FEMALE NON-ENROLMENT IN TERTIARY
EDUCATION

 g
en

de
r g

ap
 in

 te
rt

ia
ry

  e
du

ca
tio

n
 a

s 
%

 o
f 1

5-
24

 y
ea

r o
ld

s


